San José State University
School of Journalism and Mass Communications
MCom 72 – Media & Society
(the "Sex, Drugs & Rock ‘n’ Roll" edition) 
Fall 2011, Section 4, Course #49482
	Instructor:
	Cynthia A. McCune

	Office Location:
	Dwight Bentel Hall 127

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-3245

	Email:
	cynthia.mccune@sjsu.edu 

	SJSU Faculty Page:
	http://www.sjsu.edu/people/cynthia.mccune/

	Office Hours:
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK55][bookmark: OLE_LINK44]M/W 10-10:30 a.m. & 12-1 p.m., TH 5-6 p.m., 
and by appointment 

	Class Days/Time:
	M/W 1:30-2:45 p.m. 

	Classroom:
	DBH 225

	Class Blog:
	http://rockmuse.wordpress.com

	GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK37]Area D3 (Social Issues)


Course Description 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK53][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK70][bookmark: OLE_LINK46][bookmark: OLE_LINK45]This special section of MCom 72 – Mass Media and Society will focus on the cultural impact of Rock ‘n’ Roll music, a uniquely American genre, as viewed through the lens of the media. We will examine the Rock ‘n’ Roll music of the 1950s, ‘60s and early ‘70s and how other genres of music influenced Rock ‘n’ Roll’s genesis. 
We will look at media coverage of Rock ‘n’ Roll, and how popular music has reflected – and has often been used to convey – the social and political issues and concerns of the day. We will look at Rock ‘n’ Roll's influence on society, and at the relationship we, as a society and as individuals, have with Sex, Drugs and Rock ‘n’ Roll.
Since the media play a crucial role in social cohesion and social change, the study of how the mass media reflects and promotes social change is vital to understanding our culture. As an Area D class, MCom 72 examines social issues and social change, and encourages you to apply multidisciplinary materials to consider media's influence on public issues and social action at the local, national, and/or international levels. 
Required Texts 
Altschuler, Glenn C. (2003). All Shook Up: How Rock ‘n’ Roll Changed America. Oxford University Press.
Riley, Tim (2004). Fever: How Rock ‘n’ Roll transformed gender in America. St. Martin’s Press.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK67]Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives
[bookmark: OLE_LINK39][bookmark: OLE_LINK40]Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) incorporated in this class:
SLO 1: Demonstrate an understanding of the influences of media on human behavior. 
SLO 2: Demonstrate an understanding of the media's role in relation to the diversity of groups in a global society. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]SLO 3: Develop an understanding of Rock ‘n’ Roll’s development, its impact on society, and its role in personal expression.
SLO 4: Develop an understanding of the media's role in the popularization (and demonization) of Rock 'n' Roll music, and how popular music is used in advertising, marketing, public relations and politics.
SLO 5: Express ideas effectively, including ideas encountered in multiple readings and in different forms of discourse.
SLO 6: Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for communications professions and the audiences and purposes they serve. Incorporate (and properly cite) information from both popular media and scholarly journals into your writing.
SLO 7: Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications profession, including: set up a blog, publish assignments online, and link to related online content. 
General Education Students Learning Objectives (SLOs) incorporated into this class:
MCom 72 qualifies as a General Education Area D3 (Social Issues) course. 
SLO 1: Identify and analyze the social dimension of society as a context for human life, the processes of social change and social continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, and the forces that engender social cohesion and fragmentation. 
SLO 2: Place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts. 
SLO 3: Identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities -- and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them. 
SLO 4: Evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues
SLO 5: Apply multidisciplinary material to a topic relevant to policy and social action at the local, national, and/or international levels. 
Library Liaison 
Paul Kauppila, Librarian
(408) 808-2042 / Paul.Kauppila@sjsu.edu 
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/journalism
Assignments, Grading Approach and Policy
[bookmark: OLE_LINK43]Grading 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK73]Final grades for this course will be given as follows:
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK27]Grade
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	

	GPA
	98% and above
	92.5-97%
	90-92.5%
	87.5-89.9%
	82.5-87.4%
	80-82.4%
	

	Grade
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-
	F

	GPA
	77.5-79.9%
	72.5-77.4%
	70-72.4%
	67.5-69.9%
	62.5-67.4%
	60-62.4%
	0-59.9%


[bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: OLE_LINK69]Overview of Grading & Assignments
This is a seminar course in mass communications with a focus on Rock ‘n’ Roll’s impact on society. The class approach includes lectures, small group and individual exercises. 
· Blog Posts (250 points / 25%)
· Projects and Presentations (350 points / 35%)
· Class Participation (100 points / 10%)
· Please come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. You can earn class participation points for contributing to class discussions. 
· Pop quizzes will be given throughout the semester.
· Exams (300 points / 30%)
· There will be two exams (15%) and a final take-home essay exam (15%). 
· Exams will include multiple choice, true/false, music identification, short answer and essay questions. The final exam will be comprehensive.
Please see the Assignments List at the end of this syllabus for assignments and due dates. In general, the following criteria and philosophy will be used when grading student work.
	Grade
	Criteria

	A 
	Excellent, scholarly, advanced college level; exceeds the requirements of the assignment; original, creative ideas and delivery; clean copy, exhibiting no problems with grammar or style.

	B 
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK48]Very good college level work; exceeds the requirements of the assignment; creative, thought-provoking work; grammar and proofreading acceptable.

	C 
	Meets basic requirements but could improve in grammar/style, depth, consistency, and originality of thought.

	D 
	Needs attention to grammar, content, sentence structure and syntax, and assignment objectives.

	F 
	Whoa, what happened? Fails to meet basic requirements of the assignment. Talk to instructor about improving.






[bookmark: OLE_LINK41][bookmark: OLE_LINK71]Classroom Protocol (a.k.a. “How to Succeed in This Class”)
· You are expected to come to class prepared, having read any material assigned for that class session and completed any assignments due that day. 
· Classes begin on time. If you need to leave early or arrive late, please let me know in advance.
· Skipping class is the No. 1 reason for failing a class … so try to attend every session.
· Discussions in this seminar are not “just sitting around and talking” sessions. I expect you to be guided by your readings and any questions I present before and during our in-class discussions. I expect you to think.
· Be respectful of each other in class. Please don't talk to your classmates while someone else is addressing the class. 
· All assignments must be typed or posted on your blog (per the assignment). I do not accept hand-written work or emailed homework. For “hard copy” submissions, please use a 12-point font like Times New Roman with one-inch page margins. 
· All assignments must be submitted on time for full credit.
· Cell phones must be in a purse or backpack and turned off (NOT to vibrate) during class. If your cell phone rings, or if I see you texting, you will lose class participation points. If you use a cell phone during a test, test review, or in-class writing exercise, you will be referred to SJSU Judicial Affairs and receive a course grade of NC.
· Educated people are expected to be aware of what is going on in the world. Read a daily newspaper and/or regularly check online news sites. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK68]University Policies
Academic integrity
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University’s integrity policy require you to be honest in all of your academic course work. You should be aware that SJSU faculty are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development.
Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by you unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have previously submitted or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires the approval of your instructor.
If you have any questions regarding this policy, please ask!
Dropping and Adding
[bookmark: OLE_LINK42]You are responsible for understanding university policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc.  The last day to drop or withdraw without an entry on your permanent record is Tuesday, Sept. 6. Late registration ends Tuesday, Sept. 13. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations for a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during my office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
University Resources 
SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall. It is staffed by professional instructors and by upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists who have met a rigorous GPA requirement and are trained to assist all students at all levels in all disciplines to become better writers. (http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/ )
Peer Mentor Center 
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop-in basis. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK38]
	[image: SDRnR_indexed]

	http://thisisindexed.com/2009/06/curfews-split-the-difference/




Tentative Course Schedule
MCom 72 / Media & Society ("RnR"), Fall 2010
This schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Any changes in the class schedule and/or assignments will be announced in class and noted in red on the class blog. You will also be advised of any major changes by email. 
Table 1 Course Schedule
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK31][bookmark: OLE_LINK72]Date
	Class Focus & Activities, Assignments & Due Dates
(Key to Texts: All Shook Up = ASU; Fever = Fever)

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK34]8/24
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK28]Getting "All Shook Up." Introduction to the class and to one another. 

	8/29
	"What Makes It Rock." Set up your blog. Prepare to track media consumption. 

	8/31
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK13]Quick Media History: Radio to iPod. Discuss your media consumption.
Due: Your media consumption log (hard copy).

	9/5
	Labor Day – no class 

	9/7
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK62][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]Early RnR Influences. Discuss ASU, Ch. 1, and your media diet. 
Due: Media Diet Essay (hard copy).

	9/12
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]Early RnR, con't. Discuss your favorite songs (Music List #1). 
Due: Music list #1 (Favorite songs - blog post).

	9/14
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Rock and Race. Discuss ASU, Ch. 2 

	9/19
	Rock & Sexuality. Discuss ASU, Ch. 3; Fever, Chapter 1.
Due: Music list #2 (Songs you hate - blog post)

	9/21
	Theories of mass communications. Discuss your music memories.
Due: Music Memories #1

	9/26
	Rock ‘n’ Roll and social conflict. Discuss ASU 4-5. Discuss "Bad to the Bone?" in small groups. 
Due: Music List #3 (Sex/drugs songs - blog post)

	9/28
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK52]Present your small group's "Bad to the Bone?" songs and mass comm. theories.
Due: Your "Bad to the Bone" group presentations.

	10/3
	1960s: Girl Groups. Discuss Fever 2-3.
Due: Music List #4 (Happy songs - blog post)

	10/5
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK47]Girl Groups, con't. 

	10/10
	1960s: Motown. Discuss Fever, Ch. 4; ASU, Ch.6
Due: Music Memories #2

	10/12
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK51]Motown, con't. Name That Tune & RnR Jeopardy (tag team exam prep)

	10/17
	Exam 1: Early RnR to Motown. 

	10/19
	1960s: British Invasion. Discuss ASU Ch. 6. 

	10/25
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK50]British Invasion, con’t. Form teams for "Moments That Changed Rock 'n' Roll History" presentations.
Due: Opinionator #1 (blog post)

	10/27
	1965: Rock 'n' Roll, the Vietnam War & Civil Rights. Discuss Fever, Ch. 5. 
Due: Short memo from your team describing the proposed topic of your "Moment that Changed Rock 'n' Roll History" presentation 

	10/31
	1966: Rock gets Psychedelic 

	11/2
	Mid-'60s Rock, con't. 
Due: Scholarly journal article summary (hard copy)

	11/7
	1967: Rock's Summer of Love. 

	11/9
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Punk Rock – guest lecturer Paul Kauppila 
Due: Opinionator #2 (blog post) 

	11/14
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Woodstock to Altamont: The End of Innocence. Discuss ASU epilogue & Fever, Ch. 6-7. Form teams for group creative project.

	11/16
	Moments that changed Rock ‘n’ Roll history presentations. 
Due: Your presentations on moments that changed RnR history 

	11/21
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK63][bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Moments that changed Rock ‘n’ Roll history presentations.
Due: Your presentations on moments that changed RnR history. 

	11/23
	Discuss Soundtrack of Your Life blog post. Review & prep for Exam 2.
Due: Soundtrack of Your Life blog post.

	11/28
	Exam 2: British invasion through late-'60s Rock.

	11/30
	Presentations: Your group creative projects. 
Due: Your group creative project.

	12/5
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK64][bookmark: OLE_LINK58]Presentations: Your group creative projects. 
Due: Your group creative project.

	12/7
	Last day of class – wrap up. Distribute take-home final exam. 

	12/17
	Final Exam Period: 12:15-2:30 p.m., Tues., Dec. 13 (your Final Paper is due)



[bookmark: OLE_LINK35][bookmark: OLE_LINK36]
Assignments
[bookmark: OLE_LINK54]Papers, Projects & Presentations 
1. Media Consumption Log & Media Diet Essay: 
· Phase 1 – Media Consumption Log: From the time you walk out of our second class (Mon., 8/29) to the time you walk into our third class (Wed., 8/31), track your media and music consumption on the media log provided. (Sheet due 8/31, 25 pts.) 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK60]Phase 2 – Media Diet: Between our third and fourth classes (Wed., 9/7), carve out 48 hours to go media-free. Turn off your computer, TV, cell phone, car radio, iPod/MP3 player, game console, etc. Avoid books, newspapers, magazines, movies, etc. (The only exception is if you need to study or write a paper for school). 
Media Diet Essay: During (or after) your "media diet," please interview an older friend or relative who remembers what life was like before TV. How did having a TV affect their life? Write a 500-word essay describing your media diet, and comparing your elder's recollections to your experience. (Be sure to include the name and age of the person you interviewed; essay due 9/7, 50 pts.)
2. Bad to the Bone? How influential is music, really? Can it have a bad influence? A good influence? For this assignment, the class will be split into 4-6 discussion groups. Half of you will select three songs you think are socially positive, and half will select three songs you think are socially negative. You'll present your selections, and why you chose the songs you did, at the next class. Be sure to note which theories of mass communications support your assessments of these songs' social influence. (In-class group discussion and report, 9/26 & 9/28, 50 pts.) 
3. Scholarly Journal Article Summary: Select a scholarly journal article on rock 'n' roll or popular music and culture. Summarize the article; be sure to clearly identify the article's author and title, the publication it appeared in, and its focus in your opening paragraph. (200-300 words, due 10/31, 50 pts.)
4. Moments that Changed Rock 'n' Roll: To commemorate the "50th anniversary" of rock 'n' roll, in 2004 Rolling Stone magazine highlighted 50 moments that changed rock 'n' roll history. I want you to do the same. Please pick some event (or invention), big or small, that you think changed the course of rock 'n' roll history (e.g., the invention of the wah-wah pedal, the first stadium concert, Woodstock), then research and develop it into a 3-to-5-minute in-class presentation. (Work in small groups [2-3 people], due 11/14 & 11/16, 75 pts.)
5. Group Creative Project (a.k.a. the Lip-Sync Performance): Form a group (2-4 people) and pick a song you like from the '50s, '60s or '70s to research and perform. You'll start by telling us a little about this song, such as: Who wrote it, who's performed it, which version you prefer, what some of its influences are (e.g., Rhythm and Blues? Motown? British Invasion?), etc. Then your group will perform this song (lip sync, live or video; feel free to dress the part). (Due 11/30 & 12/5, 100 pts.)
Blog Posts 
You will create and maintain a blog for this class (we'll set it up in class), and you'll submit many of your assignments for this class by publishing them on your blog. 
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK65]Music List #1: List five of your favorite songs. Briefly say (a sentence or two for each song) why you like them. Provide an audio or video link if possible. (Due 9/12, 20 pts.)
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK14]Music List #2: List five songs you hate. What it is you dislike about them? (Due 9/19, 20 pts.)
3. Music List #3: List five songs that mention sex and/or drugs. Love 'em, hate 'em  … it's OK either way, just say why. (Due 9/26, 20 pts.)
4. Music List #4: Please list five musicians who you think play happy music. What makes their music feel happy to you? (Due 10/3, 20 pts.)
5. Music Memories #1: Consider your favorite music at three different points in your life – at 5, 10 and 15 years old -- and reflect on your relationship with that music. What were your favorite songs, artists, etc., and how did you relate to the music? How have your tastes changed, and how has your relationship to music changed, over time? (250-350 words, due 9/21, 40 pts.)
6. [bookmark: OLE_LINK49][bookmark: OLE_LINK56][bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK26]Music Memories #2: Interview one or two elders (50 or older) about their taste in music over the years. What did they listen to as teenagers? What concerts did they attend? Have their tastes changed over time? Favorite bands then and now? Also, consider your own musical tastes and how they have (or haven't) changed over time; discuss any parallels with your elders. (250-350 words, due 10/10, 40 pts.)
7. [bookmark: OLE_LINK66]Opinionator #1: Write a short opinion piece in response to a current media issue. Give your take on the issue. (250-300 words, due 10/25, 25 pts.)
8. [bookmark: OLE_LINK57]Opinionator #2: Write a short opinion piece in response to a current media issue. (250-300 words, due 11/21, 25 pts.)
9. The Soundtrack of Your Life (250-350 words): If your life was a movie, what songs would make up the soundtrack? For this blog post, select five songs you'd want to include as the soundtrack of your life. Your songs can come from any era and any genre of music, as long as they are meaningful to you. In addition to naming your songs, please explain why you selected each song. Please include links to online audio/video of your songs, if possible. (250-350 words, due 11/28, 40 pts.)
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